
We Learn Together: #MeToo 

This presentation goes over what Sexual assault and sexual harassment is, and how it 

correlates with the #MeToo movement by discussing what the #MeToo movement is 

that include: the history of the #MeToo movement, examples in the media of the 

#MeToo movement, and other topics that correlate with the #MeToo movement. It is 

based off of communication concepts of social justice and social movements, as well as 

feminist theory.  

Associated learning concepts:  

Feminist theory: Feminist theory analyzes the amplification of women’s stories and 

voices, and how they are received. The #MeToo is comprised significantly of female 

voices, empowering them as leaders and allowing them to voice their stories while 

coming together in support of one another and other sexual assault survivors despite 

their identity.  

Social Justice and Social Movements: #MeToo #BelieveAllSurvivors are 

movements in their own right, calling for justice for sexual assault survivors and 

recognition of the trauma they have experienced. These movements push for equal 

rights to all survivors as well as repercussions for sexual assailants, and have garnered 

support from an entire generation both online and in form of protests and social uproar.  

Sexual Assault: The term sexual assault refers to sexual contact or behavior that 

occurs without explicit consent of the victim. Some forms of sexual assault include: 

• Attempted rape 

• Fondling or unwanted sexual touching 

• Forcing a victim to perform sexual acts, such as oral sex or penetrating the 

perpetrator’s body 



• Penetration of the victim’s body, also known as rape 

Sexual Harassment: Unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, and 

other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature constitute sexual harassment when 

this conduct explicitly or implicitly affects an individual's employment, unreasonably 

interferes with an individual's work performance, or creates an intimidating, hostile, or 

offensive work environment. 

#MeToo Movement: The #MeToo movement is an effort to effect social change, 

organized primarily through social media, where it’s often expressed as #MeToo. 

#BelieveAllWomen movement: "Believe women", also expressed as "Believe all 

women", is an American political slogan arising out of the #MeToo movement. It refers 

to the perceived necessity of accepting women's allegations of sexual harassment or 

sexual assault at face value. 

Hashtags associated: Hashtags have been a way of spreading awareness for women’s 

rights and sexual assault victims. Search these hashtags on Twitter to view the prolific 

use and rising popularity of survivors standing together.  

• #MeToo 

• #BelieveAllWomen 

• #BelieveSurvivors 

• #WhyIDidntReport 

For background on the history of hashtags associated with sexual assault survivors and 

awareness, visit: https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/believe-women-was-a-

slogan-believe-all-women-is-a-strawman/2020/05/11/6a3ff590-9314-11ea-9f5e-

56d8239bf9ad_story.html 

For statistics on sexual assault, visit: www.rainn.org/statistics/victims-sexual-violence 
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