
Latinas and Stereotyping (Critical Race Theory, Gender Theory, 

Cultural Identity Theory) 

This presentation examines the term, LatinX and reactions to the term as 

progressive, elitist, or non-descriptive. 

Associated learning concepts: (Critical Race Theory, Gender and 

Communication) 

Critical Race Theory: It’s a framework of social science theories and research 

examining the relationships among concepts of race, law, and power.  

Communication Theory of Identity recognizes that identity construction varies 

from culture to culture. Cultural/ethnic identity is learned in social interaction and 

is reflected in family, religion, and your ability to move within different circles 

throughout your life.  

Identity Management Theory shows how identities are established, maintained, 

and changed within relationships.  

Identity Freezing is the process of simplifying a person from a different culture, a 

kind of stereotyping.  

Gender consists of social, psychological and cultural traits generally associated 

with one sex or another; gender influences how people communicate 

interpersonally, including conflict. 

Gender and Communication: Users of the term “LatinX” recognize that gender is 

not a necessary descriptor when engaged in communication unless gender is the 

topic of the communication. The Spanish language is a gendered language, so 

having a non-binary term is an unusual action, although it is accepted by parts of 

the population.  
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