
We Learn Together: Native American Representation in Media 

This presentation examines the problem of representation of Native Americans in White 

American media, from literature to film to television. 

Associated learning concepts: (Cultural Identity, Representation, Gender 

Identity) 

Cultural Identity: The definition of groups or individuals (by themselves or others) in 

terms of cultural or subcultural categories (including ethnicity, nationality, language, 

religion, and gender). In stereotyping, this is framed in terms of difference or 

otherness. (oxfordreference.com) A lot of the identity of Native Americans have been 

misrepresented as many people don’t understand or know the cultural or the way of life 

of a Native American.  

Representation: “Whitewashing” has been termed a lot in this scenario. A lot of 

Native Americans have been portrayed in media by white people. Native Americans 

have also been disrespected in film as most of the representation has either been 

incorrect or used as a comedic relief.  

Gender Identity: an individual's personal sense of having a particular gender. 

(oxfordlanguages.com) Most Native Americans have a male gender, female gender and 

a two spirit gender. Two spirits is a term that is really complex but basically means 

when someone is born with the spirits of both genders. There has been a lot of 

prejudice against this dating back to when the settlers first arrived in the U.S.  
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